
 Picture of a bed composed 
of 3 rectangles

 3 rectangles

 The Queen’s Guard

 Glue stick

 A sheet of A4 coloured 
paper

5–10 minutes

A BED FOR THE GUARD

Introduction:

Show your child the picture of the bed. Ask them what they think it is, and, if necessary, explain that it is a bed. 

Discuss its shape by asking: How many parts does the shape have? (three). What are the shapes called?  
(rectangles). If necessary, say: Remember, you have met this shape family before! 

Then say: Look at the large rectangle ‘lying down’! What is that part for? (lying on). And look at the two small 
rectangles ‘standing up’ on each side. What are they for? (to support the part you lie on). Then put the sheet out 
of sight for now.

The Queen’s Guard is Tired:

Show your child the Guard and tell them this short story: The Queen’s Guard has been standing for hours and 
hours at the palace gates. His legs are aching and his feet hurt. He really needs to rest for a while. Can you make 
him a simple bed to lie down on? 

Give your child the three rectangles and the sheet of paper, and ask them to make a bed for the Guard by 
sticking the rectangles onto the paper. Note: If your child says that the Guard can use the one you previously 
showed them, explain that it’s too short for him! 

If they find making their own bed with the rectangles too hard, help them to identify the big rectangle and the 
two smaller ones. If they still need support, show them the outline of the bed and say: This is to show you where 
to put the big rectangle and the two smaller rectangles.

Once they’ve made the bed, ask your child to lie the Guard down for his rest. Congratulate them on doing a great 
job of helping the Guard and making him a suitable bed. 

Your child can understand the three-rectangle structure of the bed shown.
Your child can make a ‘bed’ from three rectangles.

To develop perceptive modelling (visual analysis of an object with several 
components; visualisation of geometric shapes that can substitute for the 
components; synthesis of the object from the geometric shapes)
To practise perceptive modelling (analyse and break down a picture of a bed
into three geometric components; reconstruct the bed from these components)
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Cut out each rectangle separately, leaving no white showing.Cut out the Queens Guard, with little or no white showing.
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