
 3 pairs of picture cards

 The frames and instructions 
for making your 
‘futurescope’

10–15 minutes

FUTURESCOPE

Introduce the ‘futurescope’ to your child: 

Explain: Look at this futurescope – it is a magical telescope! Instead of showing you things that are far away, it 
shows the future! When you look through it, you can tell how the thing that you are looking at is going to change 
in the future!

Lay the acorn picture card face up and the oak tree picture card face down. Ask your child to look at the ‘present’ 
image (the acorn) through the futurescope. Ask them: What can you see?  Remind them to say what the picture 
will look like in the future as they look through it. When they have finished guessing, turn over the ‘future’ card. 
Explain that this is just one possible ‘future’ picture of that object. 

Repeat with the other two pairs of cards: a construction site will become a building; a snowman will melt into 
water.

Encourage your child to consider all possibilities and verbalise multiple ‘future’ states for the cards provided, 
wherever appropriate.

Go for a walk around your house and outside with the futurescope:

Take it in turns to look at things through the futurescope, and predict and explain how they will change. Focus 
on, and use the language of, the way that objects transform – they will become the ‘opposite’ of what they are 
now. Try to find a wide variety of examples, some where the transformations are a result of nature and some 
which are a result of our own actions. For example, buds will become flowers or leaves, seeds will become plants, 
puppies will become dogs, fruit can become juice, a candle will melt, a dirty item of clothing will become clean 
and so on.

Encourage your child to consider all possibilities, and to verbalise multiple ‘future’ states for the objects or 
animals found wherever appropriate.

Your child can say how objects in pictures will change over time.
Your child can say how objects in the environment will change over time.

To know how things change over time
To understand change and growth  
To know that things change from a present state into a future 
‘opposite’ state
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Encourage your child to take 
their futurescope with them 
when you are out and about. 

There are endless 
transformations to discover 

and discuss!
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To make your ‘futurescope’: 

1. Print this page in colour. 
2. Cut out each star frame and then cut out the white circles from their centres with a craft knife. 
3. Take a clear sheet of plastic or another type of other transparent material and cut a circle out of it slightly larger than the white circles. 
4. Put glue around the hole on the blank side of one of the frames and stick the circle of clear material onto it. 
5. Stick the other star frame on top so that the clear material is sandwiched between the star shape frames. 

Your futurescope should now have a colourful star showing, whichever way around your child holds the frame.
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Cut out each of the cards separately.
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