
Look at the bear picture provided and/or a similar teddy bear of your own with your child. Name the main parts 
of the bear’s visible body structure with your child – the head, the body, the ears and the paws. 

Talk to your child about how you could construct a representation of a big brown bear using brown circles for the 
body parts. On a table or another surface, not on the felt board, lay out a big circle for the body, a medium sized 
circle for the head and the smallest circles for the front paws and the ears. Model how to put them together for 
your child, in order. Then use the small white, red and black circles to create the facial features. Talk about what 
you are doing as you demonstrate each step of the procedure.

Now ask your child to take those felt pieces and create their own big brown bear
in the wood on the felt board. Use questions to prompt them if they run into difficulty 
making the shape correctly. For example: Which part of the bear are you going to do 
first? Is the head bigger than the body? Which part should you do next?

Say that this is Big Bear, but now you need Little Bear to stand next to him in the snow. 
Ask your child to repeat the process to make a little brown bear. Talk about the sizes 
of circles that you would use this time, and why. 

When they have made the bears, encourage your child to admire them. Ask your child what they think is 
happening in the picture. Take some of their ideas and make up a story together about what the bears are doing 
there in the wood that day. 

Add a line to your story about it starting to snow, and encourage your child to take the small white circles and 
transform the picture further to match the story (as in the picture top right).

You may wish to end the session by reading aloud a story involving bears, for example, one of the bear books by 
Martin Waddell.

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘The Snowy Wood’ set up 
beforehand: The blue or 
grey background felt, some 
grey ovals for clouds, fir 
trees and bare trees and a 
semi-hidden yellow sun

 For your child: Small white 
circles for snowflakes, all 
the brown circles for the 
bears, and small red, black 
and white circles for the 
bears’ mouth, nose and 
eyes 

 A bear (or use a similar       
teddy of your own)

10–15 minutes

BIG BEAR, LITTLE BEAR

Your child can use the construction material functionally – they know what the brown circles 
represent, and where and how to use them.
Your child can use size to distinguish between circles.
Your child can work independently, following the given procedure to construct big and small bears 
correctly.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To create a representation of bears in a winter landscape
To use a given procedure to construct the structures of big and little bears 
To develop a model of a wild animal
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