
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 For each of you: 4 cuboids, 
4 small prisms, 2 bricks, 1 
arch, 1 cone, 1 cube; plus 2 
additional cubes, each with 
a paper semicircle stuck 
onto one face so that, when 
correctly aligned, it 
represents a clock face

 Take your blocks from the 
list above and set them up 
like this beforehand, where 
your child can’t see it:

 One extra block for your 
child’s set, e.g. a half-cube

 A teddy or doll to be Brickie 
Bill – wearing a builder’s hat 
and jacket if you have them

10–15 minutes

CLOCK TOWER

Before starting the session with your child, build a tower with a gate exactly as shown on the left and hide it 
behind a screen so that your child cannot see it. Put the set of blocks specified for your child to the side ready.

Entrance Gate with a Clock Tower (Building by Example – Concealed Construction)

Introduce Brickie Bill: This is Brickie Bill, a very creative builder! I want to show you something he built this 
morning in Copyland, where he lives. It is hidden behind the screen. Remove the screen and describe the 
structure: There is a tall tower with a gate, a clock and a spire. On both sides of the tower are walls with lovely 
decorative triangle shapes. 

Say: Look carefully and see if you can work out how Brickie Bill built the tower. Point to the relevant parts and ask: 
Can you tell which building blocks he used for the tower and how he built the walls with the triangular 
decorations? Can you see how he made the clock? 

But Brickie Bill has a problem now  In Copyland, there are two of everything and the people want him to build 
another clock tower exactly the same so that there will be two of them. But he is really, really tired after all his 
hard work. Do you think you could help him by building an identical clock tower while he rests?

Ask your child to make a tower exactly the same as the one Brickie Bill made, with a clock, a spire and decorative 
walls. Remind them to think about what they should build first, and then what to build next. Warn them that if 
they find they have a brick left over at the end they should NOT use it.

When the clock tower is completed, congratulate your child on helping Brickie Bill and the people of Copyland.

Your child can build a copy of a given structure independently.
Your child can build stable structures.
Your child can create their own designs for a given structure.

To strengthen the following abilities:  
• Differentiate building blocks according to their shape and size
• Build an exact copy of a given structure
• Connect building blocks precisely to make a stable structure
• Work independently on all aspects of the task and achieve good results
• Build in the correct order
To promote creative thinking by using the same set of blocks to create a completely different tower
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Build a Different Tower: Ask your child to dismantle the clock tower and use as many of the blocks as they can 
to build a brand new tower. Say: Brickie Bill loves to see new ideas! He doesn’t want to see any copying – you must 
make your tower as different from his as you possibly can!


	Slide Number 1

