
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 For each of you: 4 cuboids, 
3 short boards, 8 cubes, 5 
prisms 

 Free access to all the blocks 
for the last activity

 Pictures of decorative 
entrances, to use in 
addition to those from C16

 Queen Geometry (also 
appears in SM35)

 Something to use as a 
screen – a large book or 
board propped up

 Some tokens or counters 
(one for each person in your 
house)

 Collection of small toys

15–20 minutes

ORNAMENTAL ENTRANCES

Tell your child that you have various challenges for them to take part in today, that are all about building 
beautiful and fancy entrances. Look at the pictures together, and talk about the beautiful features that were 
added just to make the entrances look prettier – and how they aren’t needed to support the entrance or make it 
stronger. Talk about the symmetry and how structures usually look more attractive when designed that way.  

Put out their set of blocks (4 cuboids, 3 short boards, 8 cubes, 5 prisms) close to them, ready for each challenge.

Functional and Decorative Elements (Building by Imitation – All at Once)

Build this entrance in front of your child, but without providing any verbal explanation:

When you have finished, ask your child:

• To point to the main parts of the entrance (supports and beam). 

• If they can name the blocks used for the supports and for the beam. 

• If they can point to any other parts of the construction (the additional, decorative 
elements) and to name the blocks used for those.

Then ask them to build an exact copy of your entrance. During the process remind them that they need to check 
their work by comparing their entrances to yours.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can name the essential (functional) and secondary (decorative) parts of an entrance.
Your child can build a copy of a decorative entrance after watching the sequence of actions, and 
with the model in front of them.
Your child can build a copy of a decorative entrance with the model in front of them, but without 
seeing the sequence of actions.
Your child can build a copy of a decorative entrance working from memory alone.
Your child can create their own original versions of a decorative entrance.

To develop creativity and imagination
To introduce the concept of symmetry
To develop the ability to reproduce structures with decreasing levels of support
To introduce the concept of, and foster the ability to differentiate between, 
essential (functional) and secondary (decorative/auxiliary) features of a structure
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Concealed Construction (Building by Example – Concealed Construction)

Now build this entrance behind a screen so that your child cannot see what you are doing:

When the entrance is completely finished, remove the screen and ask them to build one that looks exactly the same. It is 
important that they make their own decision about what blocks they choose before they build a replica structure from the 
same elements.

Building From Memory (Building by Example – Concealed Construction)

Now build this entrance behind the screen so that your child cannot see your actions:

Remove the screen and ask them to look carefully at the entrance. Tell them: Look really, really  carefully, because in a few 
moments, I’m going to put the screen back and you will have to build exactly the same entrance as yours but from memory!

Hide the entrance behind the screen and let them build a replica from memory. They must decide for themselves which blocks 
they will need to use before they start building. 

When they have finished, remove the screen and let them compare their entrances with the original. 

The Entrance to the Kingdom of Shapes (Building According to Individual Design)

Set the scene by holding up Queen Geometry and saying: Queen Geometry is fed up of the boring old entrance to the Kingdom of Shapes! She needs 
a fabulous new entrance, so she has invited all the builders in the land to take part in a competition to find the most creative and beautiful structure.

Give your child access to all the building blocks so they can enter the entrance-building competition. Ask them to build a fabulous new entrance to 
the Kingdom of Shapes and try to win. If your child wants to, they can build more than one entrance for the competition. 

Support them with reminders about symmetry making entrances look attractive. When the entrance(s) are ready, explain: Queen Geometry is going 
to choose the winning design by letting all the people vote on the most creative and beautiful structure!

Have Queen Geometry give out a token/counter to each of the people in your house (you can also use some teddies here if you wish and put on voices 
for them). Ask each person to vote by placing their token in front of the entrance that they like the best. They must give a reason for their choice –
encourage them to name specific parts that are done well or that look especially beautiful!

Have Queen Geometry choose the winning design based on the structure with the most tokens in front of it. 
Comment on her actions as she does this. Have her congratulate the builder of the structure.

You can end the session by putting out some small toys and allowing time for imaginative play.

ORNAMENTAL ENTRANCES – continued
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Cut out Queen Geometry.
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