
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Free access to all the blocks 
in your set

 Fox and three ducks

 The duck pond

 The flower beds

 The prize – a free family pass 
to the Botanical Gardens 

 A sheet of green card or felt

 A hat and wellies for the 
role of Head Gardener (or 
some other appropriate 
item of clothing/prop) 

15–20 minutes

SAVE THE DUCKS AND THE FLOWERS

Save the Ducks (Building to an Individual Design)

Give your child the three little ducks and the blue oval to represent a duck pond. Set the scene. Say: There are several ponds in 
the meadow and the ducks love to swim on them!  Ask your child to put their ducks on the pond and move them as though 
they were swimming.

Explain: But the ducks have a problem. A big problem! A large red hungry fox has made his home at the end of the meadow 
and is always out looking for food (produce Fox from under the table as you say this). The ducks are very worried that one day 
they will not see sly Fox creeping up on them and they will be Fox’s dinner. Can you think of any ideas about how to protect 
the ducks from Fox?

Listen to your child’s suggestions; and help them to come to the conclusion that surrounding the ponds with fences that Fox 
cannot climb is the best plan. Emphasise that they must build well-connected fences without any spaces because Fox could 
easily slip through any gap in the fence. Ask them to choose the blocks and build fences to enclose the ponds.

When your child has finished, bring in Fox, let him look around and try to get to the ducks. Put on a sly voice for Fox and while 
moving him around the fence, have him say, ‘What a fence (your child’s name) has built! All the blocks are touching each 
other, they go all around the pond and there isn’t a single gap. I can’t get to the ducks. There is no dinner for me here. I will go 
and look at another pond to see if I have better luck there.’ Congratulate your child on helping save the ducks from Fox.

Beautiful Flower Beds (Building to an Individual Design)

Set the scene by saying: The Botanical Gardens are being re-laid with flower beds for the different flowers. The daisies will have 
triangular beds, the tulips square beds, the succulents pentagonal beds and the pansies hexagonal beds. The Head Gardener is 
worried that stray dogs will dig holes in these flower beds and he wants some pretty fences to keep them out. There will be a
prize for the most beautiful and functional fence – that it works to keep the dogs out.

Lay out the ‘flower beds’ on a green background, and ask your child to choose a flower bed and use any of the building blocks 
to make a really beautiful fence to keep out the dogs. Talk about what makes them beautiful if necessary – using the same 
blocks or a repeating pattern of blocks, and so on. Repeat for the other flower beds. Tell them that when the fences are ready 
the Head Gardner will come to judge them. Note: There can be a gap, if necessary, between the flower beds and the fence! 

When they have finished, pretend to be the Head Gardner and go to judge their fences. Inspect all the fences, commenting on 
the designs and praising what has been done well.  Choose a winning fence and award the prize to your child, or give a prize 
for all of the fences done well. You can list them in terms of gold, silver, bronze if you have more than one child doing this.

Your child can build boundaries with no gaps, connecting the blocks edge to edge.
Your child can construct boundaries for different-shaped areas.
Your child can design and build their own boundaries to meet given criteria. 

To promote the ability to plan an activity, deciding in advance the sequence of building 
and the order in which bricks will be used
To practise the skills required to use building blocks for enclosing a space (arrange and 
connect building blocks accurately to form straight lines and turn corners)
To encourage imaginative visual-spatial thinking
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Cut out each animal separately, the prize ticket and the pond.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd C15

Cut out the flower bed, leaving no white showing. 
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Cut out the flower bed, leaving no white showing. 
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Cut out the flower bed, leaving no white showing. 
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