
 Set of cards showing some 
domestic animals in their 
typical environment 

 Set of cards showing some 
wild animals in their natural 
environment 

 Toy domesticated animals if 
you have them – to use 
instead of the cards above

 Toy wild animals if you have 
them – to use instead of the 
cards above

10–15 minutes

WILD AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS

Note: Before this session, take the opportunity to read stories about domestic and wild animals to your child if 
possible. Also, take your child to see other wild animals in their natural habitat (e.g. squirrels, rabbits) or show 
them videos of animals in their natural habitat.

Domestic animals: Lay out the picture cards (or toys) of all the domesticated animals. Explain to your child that 
we call them ‘domesticated’ because they are the animals that we have as pets or that we look after because 
they are useful to us. Use the picture cards showing the animals in their everyday environment to prompt 
discussion on the following:

1) Their main characteristics (e.g. fur, number of legs, face and body). 

2) Which of the animals they have seen in real life, and what they already know about them.

3) The relationship between people and each domesticated animal here. Ask: Where do they live? What do 
people get from the relationship? What does the animal get? If they find it difficult to answer, prompt them, for 
example: Cats live in a house. They are useful because they scare away mice and they give people happiness and 
company. 

4) Ideas on how we care for these animals.

5) Naming any other domesticated animals that they know of. 

Wild animals: Lay out the picture cards (or toys) of all the wild animals. Explain to your child that we call them 
‘wild’ because they are the animals that we don’t usually keep as pets, and they look after themselves. Use the 
picture cards showing the animals in their everyday environment to prompt discussion on the following:

1) Their main characteristics (e.g. fur, number of legs, face and body). 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can recognise the pictures of domestic animals (cat, cow, sheep and dog). 
Your child can recognise pictures of wild animals (squirrel, hedgehog, fox, deer and bear). 
Your child can differentiate between a wild and a domestic animal when asked.

To introduce the concept of wild and domestic animals
To teach children to treat animals carefully and responsibly 
To develop the ability to learn through discussion
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2) Which of the animals they have seen before, and what they already know about them.

3) The relationship between people and these wild animals. Explain to your child that people can be a danger to these animals; they need to be 
treated with respect, because all creatures are important parts of the natural world; they bring us pleasure by connecting us with the natural world.

4) Naming any other wild animals that they know of. 

Finally, explain to your child that long ago all animals were wild but people were able to domesticate some animals that would be useful to them. 
That is why we are able to keep some animals as pets and farm animals now.

WILD AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS
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Quiz time: 

Do this ‘Wild Animal Word Puzzle’ with your child (and other family members if you want to). Give the first description as an example: 

I am really big, grey and I have a trunk (elephant)

I am white, I have a long neck and I swim (swan)

I am big and brown and I like honey; I sleep in winter (bear) 

I roar, live in the jungle and eat meat (lion)

I climb trees and have a big, bushy tail (squirrel)

I have big ears and I live in a hole in the ground; I like carrots and I hop (rabbit) 

I am long and thin, I have no legs and I hiss (snake)

I am shy, I have antlers and I pull Santa’s sleigh (reindeer) 

I swing from tree to tree and I like bananas (monkey)

I am reddish brown; I steal chickens, eat rabbits and live in a hole in the ground (fox)

I have black and white stripes on my body and I am the size of a horse (zebra)

I do not sew but I have many needles (hedgehog) 

Add any more that you want to!
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Cut out each of the 4 Domesticated Animal cards separately.
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Cut out each of the 6 Wild Animal cards separately.
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