
 Pictures of pairs of objects 
that differ with respect to 
one obvious parameter

15–25 minutes

WHAT’S HIDDEN?

Play ‘What’s Hiding?’:

Lay out all the pictures in front of you and let your child look at them carefully. Draw attention to the difference 
in the obvious parameter of each object (length, height, width, thickness). Make sure that your child can name 
each one carefully, for example ‘long/short string’, ‘low/high cupboard’, ‘thick/thin block’, ‘wide/narrow ribbon’ 
and so on. 

Note: Obviously some objects can be described in more than one way (for example, narrow ribbon or thin ribbon) 
so it’s important to allow your child to suggest the descriptions of the parameters and correct them through 
explanation if a certain adjective wouldn’t be used for a particular object (for example, we wouldn’t usually say a 
‘short building’, we would say ‘low’; however we can say a ‘tall’ building or a ‘high’ building).

Explain the game: We are going to play a game called ‘What’s Hiding’. We are going to take it in turns but first 
you are going to move away and stand in the corner, face to the wall and with your eyes closed, while I hide one 
of the pictures. Then you’ll come back here and you have to guess which object has been hidden. But you must 
name both the object and it’s characteristic correctly! For example, you can’t just say ‘book’; you have to say ‘thick 
book’. Are you ready?

Swap over each time a person identifies the missing picture correctly, hiding the full variety of pictures if possible 
during the course of the game.

Your child can name the hidden object and its dimension correctly.
Your child can find and describe objects with contrasting dimensions (length, height, width and 
thickness).

To develop comparative skills – compare two objects along a given parameter 
(one of the following: length, height, width, thickness)
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‘Opposites Hunt’:

Hunt all over your house and/or while out on a walk for pairs of objects that differ in one of their dimensions –
thick and thin (e.g. books, paintbrushes, blocks, felt pens, sticks, tree trunks), tall/long and short (e.g. drinking 
glasses, string, dolls, trees), wide and narrow (e.g. bandages, ribbons, bridges, paths, roads) and high and low (e.g. 
dolls’ furniture, chairs, hills, buildings).

Challenge your child to find as many as they can together with you. Ask them to describe the difference between 
the contrasting objects that you both find. 
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The ‘Opposites Hunt’ game is 
also another great car game, 

or for using to identify and 
draw attention to something 
when visiting new places (as 

in the photo top right –
noticing taller and shorter 
buildings with spires, for 

example).
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Cut out each picture card separately.
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