
 For you: 3 bricks of the 
same size but different 
colours 

 For your child: 3 identical 
bricks to yours

 A screen (e.g. an open book, 
tray or box)

5–10 minutes

COPYCAT COLOURS

Take two bricks of the same size but different in colour (e.g. red and green). Give your child two bricks in the 
same colour.

Say: Let’s play ‘Copycat’! I’ll build a model behind this screen so you can’t see what I’m doing. Then I’ll show it to 
you and you have to build the same model, exactly the same as mine, as you are my Copycat! Are you ready?

Make a pattern using two bricks behind the screen. Then reveal it to your child and ask them to copy it.

Repeat the exercise a few times, changing the arrangement of the bricks each time.

If your child ignores the colour pattern or struggles, you can provide support by building your model again 
without a screen so that they can watch what you do. As you build, prompt them to focus on your actions by 
describing what you are doing, for example: See I take this brick and put it on the table and then I take that one 
and put it on top.  

Note: Do not name the colours of the bricks – the goal is recognition and recreation rather than labelling.

Once your child manages to copy a two-brick pattern without difficulty, progress to three bricks in different 
colours. Repeat the process above a few times.

Your child can choose and arrange bricks in two colours to copy a model correctly.
Your child can choose and arrange cubes in three colours to copy a model correctly.

To encourage play with bricks
To develop recognition, analysis and recreation of colour patterns 
To develop observation and concentration
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You could repeat this game 
using other sets of identical 

objects that you have, where 
you have at least two of each 
colour, e.g. cups, pens, sweets, 

counters. Create different 
models/layouts with one type 

of object but in different 
colours, and challenge your 
child to replicate them, as 

your ‘Copycat’.
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