
 ‘Goldilocks and the Three
Bears’ storybook (provided
as a separate file)

 Pictures of the bears and
their spoons, bowls, chairs
and beds in the 3 sizes

 Another version of this
story for another day
(optional)

15–20 minutes

GOLDILOCKS AND THE THREE BEARS
Introduction to the story

Show your child the cover of the storybook, and ask them what they think it will be about. If they know another 
version of the story already, ask them if they think they recognise what this story might be. Read them the story 
in a lively way, encouraging their participation, as recommended in the ‘Story Grammar – Introduction’ 
document. Use the pictures of the objects in the 3 sizes as props at the appropriate point of the story.

When you have finished, or during the reading as appropriate, ask your child these questions about the content 
of the story:

How does the story begin?
How many bears were there?
Who was biggest? Who was smallest?
What kind of bowl did Daddy Bear have? And Mummy Bear? And Baby Bear?
What kind of chair did Daddy Bear have? And Mummy Bear? And Baby Bear?
Who had the biggest/middle-sized/smallest bed?
What were they going to have for breakfast?
Why did they go for a walk? Where did they go for the walk?
Who else was in the forest?
Why did Goldilocks go into the bears’ house? Was that a sensible thing to do? Why/Why not?
What did she do first in the Bears’ house? Whose porridge did she like best? Why? What did she do to it?
What did she do next?
What happened to Baby Bear’s chair?
Then where did she go? What did she do there? Why?
What happened when the bears got home?
How did baby bear feel when he saw his empty plate? His broken chair?
How does the story end?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To develop knowledge of the main characters
To develop familiarity with the distinctive patterns of the story
To develop the ability to share responses, feelings and personal experiences 
To develop the ability to listen to, understand and master the content of a traditional story 
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If you have another version of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, you could read it to your child 
again at some point after this session and talk about the differences in the versions. It is good 
for children to understand that there are many variations of traditional stories, that differ in 
plot as well as in how the characters behave and the actual words that they say.
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GOLDILOCKS AND THE THREE BEARS 
Introduction to the story – continued

Are there any bits of the story that you don’t like? Why?
Which character do you like best and why?
Which bit of the story do you like best? Why?

Then encourage your child to ask you their own questions about the story. Praise them for ‘why’, ‘what for’ and ‘how’ questions.

Talk about each of the characters. Help the children describe them in as much detail as possible. Describe the qualities that are visible (size, furriness, 
strength, eye colour, hair colour) and those qualities that are invisible (curious, bold, hungry, sleepy, comfortable, hot, cold, shocked, sad).

Emphasise the characteristic colours and sizes of the characters; gold/yellow for Goldilocks; brown for the bears; small, middle-sized and big.

Ask your child to show you how the characters behave at different points in the story: how the bears walk (Daddy Bear – big steps, Mummy Bear –
middle-sized steps, Baby Bear – small steps) how Goldilocks tastes the porridge, tries the chairs, lies on the beds, sleeps and runs away.

Help your child to talk just like the Three Bears in big, middle-sized and small voices; by learning to use contrasting voices and appropriate intonation 
children build their ability to represent and understand the emotions and events experienced by the characters.

Play the game ‘Guess Who I Am’:

Mime one of the characters, and ask your child to ‘guess who I am’. Then let your child mime a character of their choice and have you and other family 
members guess. 

Then ask your child to close their eyes while you imitate the speech of a character, and they have to guess who you are. Then swap over as before.

Your child can listen attentively to the story, ask questions and share ideas about it, and answer questions accurately and in detail.
Your child can name the characters, describe them and explain how they feel at different points in the story.
Your child can recognise the different characters by the distinctive voices, intonations and movements associated with them, and
imitate them in the same way. 
Your child can distinguish between big, middle-sized and small characters and objects. 
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Play the game ‘Who does this belong to?’:

Show your child the pictures of the bowls, spoons, chairs and beds that come in different sizes in the story. 

Then take one of the pictures and ask your child who it belongs to. Talk about how they know. Continue with the other pictures, in a random order. 

Then ask your child to put the pictures of all the objects that belong to Baby Bear next to his cut out. Repeat for Mummy Bear and Daddy Bear.
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Cut out each picture separately.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd SG12

Cut out each picture separately.
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Cut out each bear separately.
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