
 The Little Kitten puppet or 
toy from EM11

 Somewhere for Little Kitten 
to ‘sit’

10–15 minutes

KITTEN, KITTEN, WHAT’S YOUR NAME?

Introduction:

Have Little Kitten appear and bow. Place the puppet so that it can ‘sit and watch’ your child. Talk to your child 
about the sound that a cat makes – it meows. 

Show your child how to meow quietly like a gentle cat with soft paws – ‘meow’ softly, while stroking your knees 
with your hands. Ask them to copy you.

Now ask your child how a cat behaves when it is angry – it growls, hisses and/or scratches. Show your child how 
to be an angry cat – bend your arms at the elbows, hold up your hands with palms facing outwards and fingers 
bent to represent a cat’s claws, and make scratching movements in the air while growling and hissing ‘R-r-r-r-S-
s-s-s’. Ask your child to copy you.

Play ‘Kitten, Kitten, What’s Your Name?’: 

Chant the questions below rhythmically, then reply to them using appropriate gestures to represent ‘soft paws’ 
(stroke your own knees gently once for each meow) and ‘claws out’ (make claws and scratch the air). Encourage 
your child to join in with the answers and actions.

Question: Response:

Kitten, kitten, what’s your name? Meow, meow, meow
Would you like some milk for tea? Meow, meow, meow 
Would you like to play with me? Meow, meow. meow 
Would you like to catch a mouse? Meow, meow, meow 
Would you like a dog in the house?       R-r-r-S-s-s-R-r-r

Repeat the rhyme.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use a variety of basic communicative gestures to interact confidently with a toy – greet (nod), beckon and stroke.
Your child can imitate a cat, first imitating your actions and later independently on request.
Your child pays attention to the kitten’s responses and stops stroking if it growls, hisses and scratches to show it does not want to be 
touched any more.

To develop fluency in the understanding and use of a variety of basic communicative 
gestures
To use the gestures to interact with a toy to develop techniques for imitating a cat/kitten
To recognise that we need to pay attention to the way others respond to our gestures
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Play the game ‘Kitty Can….’:

Show your child how to pretend to be a kitten and act out the things that Little Kitten can do. Ask them to copy you.

Kitty can walk on soft paws and meow. For forepaws – arms bent at the elbows, hands up in front of the chest, fingers folded down. 
For hind paws – walk on tiptoe. Say ‘meow’ softly.

Kitty can wash herself. Hold up forepaws as before, pretend to lick a paw and then make circular movements close 
to the face; repeat with the other paw; repeat washing movements using alternate ‘paws’.

Kitty can get angry – scratching, hissing and growling!       Hold up hands as for forepaws but bend fingers to represent claws. Make scratching 
movements in the air Say ‘R-r-r-S-s-s-R-r-r’.

To vary the game, your child can call out the ‘instructions’ (on the left above) from memory and you perform the actions. 

Finally, pick up Little Kitten and pretend to listen to it whispering to you. Tell your child that Little Kitten thinks they were brilliant at pretending to be 
a cat!

Play the game ‘Stroke the Cat’:

Now stroke Little Kitten on her head and along her back. Say: Little Kitten likes it when you show her affection. How can you do that?  

Tell them: When you stroke a cat, they must look into its eyes and watch carefully to see how it reacts – sometimes cats don’t want to be stroked, and 
if we stroke them and they don’t like it they might get angry and scratch.

Ask your child to stroke Little Kitten again. Have Little Kitten respond by purring at first (she wants to be stroked), then hissing and growling (she 
wants the stroking to stop). Praise your child if they notice that Little Kitten wants them to stop, but if they don’t notice that Little Kitten is starting to 
growl make her pretend to scratch. 

Draw your child’s attention to the need to respond to the cat’s wishes and say: As cats can’t use words, like humans can, then they do those things 
and make those sounds to show you their feelings. 

Have Little Kitten bow to say ‘goodbye’ and ask your child to bow and wave too.

KITTEN, KITTEN, WHAT’S YOUR NAME? – continued
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