
 A picture of the enchanted 
‘island’ with parts of the 
objects being invisible

 A large sheet of paper or 
whiteboard

 A marker pen 

 Coloured pencils

10–15 minutes

ENCHANTED LANDS

Play ‘Enchanted Forest’:

On a large sheet of paper, draw some incomplete trees and some small indefinite figures and lines in different 
places (similar to the sheet provided of the ‘island’). Tell your child that a wizard has put a spell on the forest and 
made a part of each thing in the forest disappear! Ask for their help to reverse his spell.

Ask your child to choose one of the incomplete objects, indefinite figures or lines, and tell you what to draw to 
make the whole of the object appear. 

Prompt your child to suggest a wide range of possible objects; explain that they can ask you to draw anything at 
all that they want to see in the forest – butterflies, flowers, birds, trees and human beings, for example. They can 
even ask you to draw things that do not really exist in forests: imaginary flowers, imaginary animals or aliens, for 
example.                           

Follow their instructions to ‘complete’ the drawing. When you have finished, help your child to make up a story 
about one of inhabitants of the magic forest. Base the story on the picture that you have drawn.

Enchanted island: 

Now give your child the A4 sheet of the enchanted ‘island’. Explain that when the wizard had finished in the 
forest, he went to this island and did the same thing. 

Ask them to complete the drawing of the island to reverse the wizard’s spell. Make sure that they include all the 
incomplete objects, indefinite figures and lines in their drawings. Prompt them to include any part of the 
prepared drawing that they miss. 

Encourage them to talk about what they are drawing and their ideas. Then help them to turn their ideas into a 
short story about a character who lives there.

Your child can create different pictures from a small detail.

To recognise objects from their schematic drawings
To create an image from a small detail
To consider multiple possibilities
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This is a session that children 
typically like to do again and 
again – keep some copies of 
the sheet to hand and each 
time they do it, change the 
scenario (e.g. an enchanted 

sea, mountain, park etc.)
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