
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘The Woodland’ set up 
beforehand: The yellow 
background felt, white 
clouds, orange sun, green 
grass and trees from a main 
brown trunk and smaller 
brown branches, with small 
green leaves all over them

 For your child: Small 
orange ovals for the autumn 
leaves

 A woodland in summer and 
in autumn (optional)

15–20 minutes

AUTUMN LEAVES FALL

Introduction: If you can and it’s the appropriate time of year, go for an autumn woodland walk. Collect some leaves, look at 
their shapes and colours, and encourage your child to throw them up in the air and watch how they fall to the ground. Then, 
back at home, look at the woodland photos together. First talk about the woodland in summer, with its green leaves, and then 
in the autumn, with its orange/yellow leaves. Then show your child ‘The Woodland’ picture you have pre-prepared. Explain 
that it shows summer, but that as it is now coming into autumn all the leaves on the trees are going to change colour. Ask: 
What colours will the leaves turn into? 

Leaves changing colour: Model how to do this by taking a green ‘leaf’ off one of the trees, and replacing it with an orange 
‘leaf’ (i.e. change a green oval for an orange one). Ask your child to help all the leaves find their autumn colour. Ask questions 
to help them find and replace all the green leaves, for example: Have you helped all the green leaves on this tree? Is there 
anywhere else you should put an autumn leaf? Help them arrange the leaves in a lovely pattern on the branches of the tree 
and talk about beautiful autumn colours as they do it.

Talk about the transformation of the woodland: Working together, we have made the woodland even more beautiful by 
helping the leaves turn orange so that now all the trees have their autumn colour!  (Take a photo before the next part of the 
session, if you wish).

Falling leaves: Tell your child: There are many autumn leaves on the trees, but now the leaves have started to fall. The wind 
will soon blow all of them to the ground. If you were able to go on an autumn woodland walk, remind your child of how the 
leaves fell to the ground when they threw them into the air. 

Sing this rhyme to the tune of ‘Five little ducks went swimming one day’:    Five little leaves on a tree one day, 
Along came the wind to blow them away. 
‘Whoosh’ went the wind all around the town 
And one little leaf came floating down.  

Repeat for 4, 3, 2, 1 until finally all the little leaves have come floating down. Ask your child to join you in doing the actions of 
the leaves swirling, floating and falling to the ground.

Model how to transform the trees on the felt picture. Remove some orange ovals from the trees and place them in clumps 
around the base of each tree. Ask your child to help you transform the trees, leaving a few of the autumn leaves still on the
branches. Talk about the transformation of the trees: At first there were many leaves on the trees, and then the wind came 
and blew a few leaves from the branches. The wind blew again and more leaves fell until there were lots of leaves swirling and 
dancing in the air, falling slowly to the ground. Now there are only a few autumn leaves still on the branches.

Your child participates enthusiastically and actively for the whole session.
Your child can use the construction material functionally i.e. they know what the orange and 
green ovals represent, and where and how to use them.
Your child can talk about the woodland and its transformation.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a representation of a woodland
To talk about seasonal changes (summer to autumn)
To use a given procedure to transform a feature (green leaves to autumn leaves) 
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