
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 6 bricks, 3 short boards, 2
long boards, 4 cubes, 4
small prisms

 Cut-outs of Rabbit, Dog, Cat
and Mouse

 Collection of small trees
and play people

 Chalk or coloured tape

 A prepared diagram
(graphic model) of angled
paths using masking tape
or chalk on the floor, or
drawn lines on A3 paper.
Ensure that each line is the
length of an exact number
of bricks (see examples on
the next page), with paths
of different lengths

15–20 minutes

PATHS TO RABBIT’S HOUSE

Short/Shorter, Long/Longer (Analysis and Explanation)

Take 3 blocks: 1 brick, 1 short board and 1 long board. In front of your child, mark the starting point with a chalk 
line or a line of coloured tape and place them against the line as shown below. Comment on your actions as you 
do them. Draw attention to the fact that they all start from the same places, like runners in a running race. 

Discuss the relative sizes of the blocks by asking your child: Which of the blocks is shortest? Which is the longest? 
Which is in the middle? Point out that the one in the middle is shorter than the longest and longer than the 
shortest.

Draw attention to the names of the blocks. Explain: The short board is called a short board because it is shorter 
than the long board.

Give your child 6 bricks, 1 short board and 1 long board. Ask them how many bricks placed end to end will fit on 
a short board and then on a long board. If necessary support them by demonstrating that the short board is as 
long as two bricks placed end to end, and the long board is as long as three bricks placed end to end – by lining 
up the bricks alongside the short and long boards or laying the bricks on top of the boards.

Collect up the blocks.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can place building blocks together precisely.
Your child can build long and short paths.
Your child can build paths from a graphic model.
Your child can use the words ‘long’, ‘short’, ‘longer’ and ‘shorter’ meaningfully.

To foster the development of skilful building with blocks 
To develop concepts of comparative length (short/shorter and long/longer) 
To teach children to build long and short paths from a full-size graphic model
To provide opportunities to hear and use the language of comparative size
To introduce a procedure for assessing relative length visually (place one block 
on top of, or alongside, another)
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Paths to Rabbit’s House (Analysis and Explanation)

Lay out four houses made of cubes and small prisms, as in the previous session, according to the plan to the 
right, exactly two long boards apart from each other. Put the Rabbit cut-out next to it’s house and then tell 
your child this short story:

Rabbit has three good friends: Mouse, Dog and Cat. They want to visit Rabbit, but the ground between their houses is rough, uneven and very muddy after 
all the recent rain. So they have decided to build paths from their houses to Rabbit’s house. This is Dog’s house (point and lay out the cut-out of Dog next to 
the house). Dog has long boards to build with. This is Cat’s house (point and lay out the cut-out of Cat next to the house). Cat has short boards to build the 
paths with. And this is Mouse’s house (point and lay out the cut-out of Mouse next to the house). Mouse has bricks to build his path with. Can you help 
them?

Start with Dog. Ask your child to build a path from Dog’s house to Rabbit’s house using long boards. When the path is ready ask: How many long boards did 
we use? 

Then ask your child to help build Cat’s path and give them two short boards. Hopefully, they will notice the discrepancy and point out that Cat needs 
another short board. Discuss the fact that two short boards make a shorter path than two long boards. Provide the extra block and allow them to complete 
Cat’s path.

Now ask them to build Mouse’s path using bricks. Ask if two or three bricks will be enough and if your child doesn’t challenge this, allow them to try to 
make the path. Help them reach the conclusion that Mouse needs six bricks to complete the path.

Building Paths (Building from a Graphic Model)

Take your prepared diagram (graphic model) of angled paths (see examples below). Ask your child to build these paths by placing bricks/short boards/long 
boards on top of the graphic models. Tell them to build smooth paths that won’t trip anyone up and that they can do this if their blocks match the lines 
exactly.

When they have finished, encourage your child to build houses at the ends of the paths. Provide trees to place alongside the paths and play people to live 
in the houses and visit each other. As your child ‘walks’ the play people along the paths, point out how narrow the paths are. The play people can’t walk 
side by side or get past each other very easily. They have to give way to each other when they meet on the narrow paths.

PATHS TO RABBIT’S HOUSE – continued
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Cut out each animal separately.
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