
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 12 bricks, 4 short boards, 4
long boards

 Pictures of various types of
roads and paths

 Some small toy cars that fit
on the width of a single
brick

 A toy car with a wheelbase
bigger than the width of a
single brick

 Kolobok

15–20 minutes

IS IT WIDE ENOUGH?

Is It Wide Enough? (Analysis and Explanation)

Give your child 6 bricks and ask them to build one long path using all the bricks, as in the previous session. Leave 
another 6 bricks at the side for the next part of the activity, but don’t draw attention to them.

Now give them a car whose wheelbase is wider than the path. Let them try to drive the car along the path. Wait 
to see if they notice that not all the wheels are touching the path. Hopefully they will comment that the path is 
too narrow (or not wide enough) for this car, or that the car is too wide for this path. If not, say something like: 
My goodness, what a horrible scraping noise that car’s making! What can the problem be? Oh, no! This path 
doesn’t work properly. Can you see that the car’s wheels can’t all fit on it? It is too narrow! What can we do?

Listen to your child’s solutions. If necessary, help them to suggest making the path wider and add the idea that 
we need to turn the path into a road by making it wider.

Ask your child to turn their path into a road and to test it with the car. Let them think how they could do this 
and have a go without your input. If necessary, move the other 6 bricks towards them to hint at the need to use 
them. They will most likely build one of the following:

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can build narrow paths and wide roads, and place the blocks together precisely.
Your child can use the words ‘wide’, ‘narrow’, ‘wider’ and ‘narrower’ meaningfully.
Your child can use a range of vocabulary to refer to different kinds of roads and paths.
Your child can work cooperatively.

To reinforce knowledge of the comparative lengths of building blocks 
To develop concepts of comparative width (wide/wider and narrow/narrower)
To enable children to analyse and explain how wide a path must be to 
accommodate different types of (toy) traffic
To develop knowledge and understanding of different types of roads and paths 
(footpaths, lanes, roads, motorways etc.)
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Comment aloud on what your child has built, for example: You have built a very nice, wide road! How did you do it? Ah, you turned the bricks round and 
connected the long, narrow faces of the bricks instead of the short, narrow ones and added 6 more bricks in the same way. Or: Ah, you took 6 extra bricks 
and placed them side by side with those that were already there so that his road became wider – it is now two bricks wide.

Whichever way your child solved the problem, challenge them to see if they can find another way to do it. Emphasise that there is nearly always more than 
one way to solve a problem. 

Footpath, Road, Motorway

Now invite your child to tell you about roads and paths that they have seen before (footpaths, bridle paths, cycle paths, trails, alleyways, lanes, roads, 
motorways etc.), and to describe them using descriptors such as: wide, narrow, long, short, straight, curved. Discuss the variation in width, and help them to 
think about why some paths are wider than others. 

Show the pictures provided of roads and paths. Draw attention to the different widths of the paths and roads, and discuss what they are used for. Pay 
particular attention to differences between roads; talk about roads with two-way traffic, dual carriageways and motorways. Act out the differences with the 
toy cars.

Now give your child the short boards and long boards in addition to the bricks and ask them to build a motorway or a major road. Here are some 
possibilities. As before, encourage them to find different ways of doing it and comment on their actions:

Use Kolobok if necessary to point out any gaps that would make the road bumpy for him and therefore for vehicles.

When they have built a motorway/major road, let them play and drive some toy cars along the new road – all in one direction but in lanes, or alternatively in 
opposite directions etc., as in the image above.

IS IT WIDE ENOUGH? – continued
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