
 Pictures of fireworks

 Pictures of autumn leaves

 Two sheets of A3 paper –
one black and one grey

 Thick and thin paintbrushes

 White, yellow, blue and red
paint

 Water and a mixing tray

15–20 minutes

FIREWORK DISPLAY

Tell your child this short story:

A little boy called Russ and his friends had been to see a firework display at their local park. On the way home 
Russ was full of chatter about how exciting it was, but his friends said that they had felt a bit scared. Russ tried to 
make them feel better by talking about the wonderful colours and the shapes against the dark night sky. The 
next day, Russ had a fall and his friends wanted to cheer him up by making him something. As he had loved the 
fireworks so much, they decided to paint him a picture of some of the fireworks. But they aren’t sure how to do it, 
and they don’t have all the colours that they need. Can you help them make a beautiful picture for Russ?

Discuss firework displays that your child has seen – the colours, shapes and sounds. Encourage them to talk about 
how they felt (excited like Russ or scared like his friends). You can also use the pictures provided if you want to.

Give your child a sheet of black paper and the paints, and ask them to paint a firework display like the one Russ’ 
friends want to make for him. Remind them of the techniques that they have seen for using the brush in different 
ways, for example: creating new colours using horizontal brush strokes to make overlapping horizontal lines in 
alternating colours; making tiny dots of colour by dipping the brush; and creating new colours by placing tiny 
dots of different colours close to each other on the page. Ask them if they remember how to make other colours 
from red, yellow and blue. Support them as necessary with the colour mixing and strokes.

Your child can make different colours using the three primary colours; red, yellow and blue.
Your child can explain which different colours are made when they mix red, yellow or blue paint.
Your child can paint fireworks with a mixture of lines and dots.

To introduce substitution – the action of representing real objects and events 
by drawing and painting
To produce abstract artistic compositions using the three primary colours 
To use colours as symbols for expressing mood
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If appropriate for where you live and the time of year, go for a walk to see the autumn leaves, and/or use the 
pictures provided. Discuss the shapes, the colours and the patterns of mixed colours on individual leaves.

Ask your child to paint autumn leaves in all of the shades of green, yellow, orange and red on the grey sheet of 
paper. Some leaves should be a mixture of colours. Remind your child of the same techniques as before i.e. 
painting little spots or horizontal lines of different colours to create new colours. Help them to use the large 
brush to make overlapping horizontal lines to get the main colour of the leaves e.g. in yellow and blue for making 
green leaves; and the little brush for adding many little dots in different colours to produce the diversity of colour.
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