
 Pictures of pine trees and
needles

 A picture of a hedgehog

 Some real pine needles
(optional)

 A sheet of A3 sand-coloured
paper and a sheet of A3
green paper

 A selection of fine and
medium brushes and water

 Green and dark brown paint

15–20 minutes

PINE NEEDLES

If possible, go for a walk to find pine trees. Look at and talk about their height and structure, their smell, their 
colour, the needles and so on. Bring back a handful of needles if you can.

Once at home, look at the pictures provided of pine trees and discuss. Encourage them to talk about any of their 
features (they are tall, they smell nice, they are used as Christmas trees in many countries etc.), then focus on the 
actual pine needles. 

If you were able to collect some needles, show them to your child and talk about their appearance. Point out that 
they have long, straight lines and that there are lots of sharp, broken lines.

Give your child the sand-coloured paper, green paint and the brushes and ask them to paint some pine needles 
on a small branch.

Give them guidance when they need it, encouraging them to fill the available space, and model the strokes if you 
think that they need more support.

Your child can paint sharp, broken lines.
Your child can explain that they have drawn pine needles.
Your child can draw spines on a hedgehog.

To introduce substitution – the action of representing real objects and 
events by painting 
To develop artistic rhythm
To fill all the available space with sharp, broken lines
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Show your child the picture of the hedgehogs, and talk about the similarities of the pine needles and the 
hedgehog’s spines. Give them the sheet of green paper, some dark brown paint and a medium brush, and ask 
them to paint the spines of a hedgehog. 

Depending on your child’s age/abilities, you could do the body of the 
hedgehog for them and they just add the spines, or let them do the 
whole hedgehog themselves. 
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