
 Canary Bird puppet from 
EM6

 Somewhere for Canary Bird 
to ‘sit’ – like a toy chair or 
small box

5–10 minutes

PECK, FLAP, FLY AND SING

‘Let’s Call Canary Bird’: Remind your child that they have met Canary Bird before; it is still shy but will come closer and 
say hello if invited quietly and gently. Demonstrate how to beckon Canary Bird (hand outstretched, palm upwards, a 
summoning gesture with the index finger). Say softly but expressively, ‘Come here please, Canary Bird, come here!’ 
Encourage your child to imitate you.

Bring the hand puppet closer to your child and have it bow. Ask them what Canary Bird means by its bow (it wants to 
greet us, it can’t talk and that is its way of saying hello). Ask your child to greet their guest in the same way – to bow in 
greeting.

Play the game ‘Bird Pecks, Flaps Her Wings, Flies and Sings’: Place the puppet so that it can ‘sit and watch’ your 
child. Ask your child to stand up, find a space, and imagine they are Canary Bird. After each of the following 
demonstrations, encourage your child to join in and do the same. Ask: 

How would you flap your wings? Demonstrate making ‘little wings’ by bending your arms at the elbow and reaching 
towards your shoulders with the hands, then move your little wings gently up and down. 

How would you fly high into the sky? Demonstrate jumping up and down with two feet together, on the spot, while 
flapping your little wings faster. 

How would you peck?  Demonstrate running forwards a few paces rapidly, bending heads downwards several times in 
succession, running sideways/backwards a few paces and repeating it.

Once your child is confident with the different gestures, play a game where you call flap/peck/fly and they have to 
perform that movement.

Finally ask them: How would you sing?  Demonstrate calling tweet tweet while flapping your little wings. 

Ask your child to sit down again, bring out the puppet and use it to praise the performance, by asking Canary Bird: Did 
you like the way this child can turn into a bird? Make the puppet nod and squawk, ‘Yes, Canary Bird really enjoyed it!’ 
Tell your child that Canary Bird has to go home now so it’s time to say goodbye. Ask them how to do this (wave). Say: 
Bye-bye Canary Bird and encourage your child to wave. Make the puppet bow, flap its wings and then leave.

Your child can imitate a bird’s movements (flap wings, peck, and fly high in the sky).
Your child can imitate birdsong.
Your child can understand what Canary Bird’s gestures mean (a bow means hello; a nod means yes).

To develop a repertoire of techniques for imitating the actions of a bird
To understand the meaning of a variety of gestures (greeting, beckoning a friend, 
offering food, waving goodbye, nodding in agreement)
To use the gestures to interact with a puppet
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