
 5 incomplete artist’s
pictures

 A pencil

10–15minutes

ARTIST IN A HURRY

Start by telling your child: An artist has been drawing some pictures of people going on a walk to put into an art 
exhibition but he got a phone call saying his friend needed his help urgently. So he left the pictures unfinished 
but the art exhibition starts this afternoon. He meant to draw some objects in the people’s hands but he couldn’t 
get them all done before he had to leave. Can you help the artist? Here, let’s have a look at what the artist has 
done so far. 

Show one of the artist’s unfinished pictures to your child. Ask your child if they can see the incomplete object, 
then ask them to guess what the artist could have been planning to draw. Encourage them to use their 
imaginations and think of as many different answers as possible. 

Now say: At the art exhibition, each picture needs to have a short story to go with it. But the artist didn’t have 
time to write down his story ideas either. Oh dear!

So now ask your child to choose one of their ideas for what is missing in the picture, to name the 
boy/girl/man/woman, to say who they plan to play with and what they might do with the item in their hand on 
their walk, and so on – encouraging your child to make up a little story about their character that could be used 
in the exhibition. Let your child complete the drawing of the missing object in the person’s hand if they want to. 

Repeat the above for each of the other pictures in turn. Some ideas for the missing objects are listed below:

Your child can name at least one object that might complete an incomplete picture. 
Your child can tell simple stories based on the pictures.

To develop imagination, creativity and originality 
To develop perseverance and concentration
To name objects that could be used to complete a set of incomplete pictures
To tell simple stories about the pictures
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You could record your child’s 
made up story for each 

picture.
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