
 12 circles in a variety of 
colours – you can use these 
ones provided if you really 
need to, but to save 
preparation time you can 
use felt circles from your 
Felt Pack or any other 
paper or foam circles that 
you have instead

 A pretty box covered with a 
cloth

 Your child’s favourite doll or
teddy

15–20 minutes

A MAGIC BOX OF FAIRYTALES

Tell your child: Your doll/teddy is ready for bed but would like a made-up story to help him/her fall asleep. We’re 
going to use this magic box to help us and make up a story together for your doll/teddy.

Ask your child to look at the circles in the box, and explain that they will invent a ‘character’ for each one. They 
should describe the characters and say what happens to them. As a practice, help them to think of who or what 
that circle could be and what part it will play in the story. For example, a green circle could be a grasshopper, a 
frog, a leaf, a cucumber and so on.

Now make up a fairy tale together by taking turns to pick a circle from the box. Model the process for your child 
by going first. You pick a circle and say 2–3 sentences about the character you’ve decided it will be, and its 
actions. Then your child picks a circle, says what character it represents and continues the story. Then you take 
another circle and carry on. Lastly, your child takes a second circle.   

Check if teddy/doll is asleep yet and whisper to your child: Teddy/doll still hasn’t fallen asleep. I think we need to 
tell him/her another story! Let’s have another go, and this time we can tell the story in a softer voice to help 
him/her to fall into a deep sleep.

Put the circles back in the box and begin another story in the same way as before, letting your child start this
time if they want to. The coloured circle should have a new character and a new situation each time you tell a 
different story.

If you think your child wants to carry on and tell more stories, ‘complain’ that their doll/teddy still isn’t asleep yet 
and repeat the game.

Your child picks circles and uses them appropriately in the stories.
Your child takes turns, listening to you and following on from your ideas to continue the story. 

To develop creativity, imagination and originality  
To take turns, listen to others and respect their ideas
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