
Introduction: Go for a walk around an orchard beforehand, if possible, and talk about what you see and experience. Back at 
home, look at the photos together of an orchard and the apples on a tree and talk about the round shape of the apples and 
their colour – some types of apples are green when they aren’t ripe yet, and red when they are ripe and ready to be picked and 
ready to eat. Explain that apples grow on trees, and that the trees are often lined up in rows in an orchard like in the other 
photo.

Show your child the ‘The Apple Orchard’ composition that you have started. Ask if there are any apples on these trees. If your 
child doesn’t notice that each tree has one green apple, point this out. Explain that there should be lots of apples on all the 
apple trees. Suggest that all the other apples are ‘hiding’ in the leaves.

Green apples: Show your child how to ‘find’ all the apples by covering all the trees with arrangements of light green circles. 
Talk about the trees and the apples: First the trees had no apples and now they are covered in apples. But the apples are not 
ready to eat yet. If we eat them now they will taste sour and give us a bad tummy ache. The apples are not good to eat 
because it takes a long time for apples to ripen. They have to stay on the tree all summer long. In the hot sunshine, they will 
get sweeter and juicier until finally, in the autumn, they will taste delicious.

Red apples: Distract your child for a second and replace one of the green circles with a red one. Ask your child to look very 
carefully at the little green apples and tell you if they can see anything that has changed. Point out the red circle if necessary 
and then explain that the apple is now ripe as it is the autumn – when it was unripe it was green and now it is ripe and ready 
to eat, it is red. 

Model for your child how to take a green circle off the tree, and replace it with a red one, to represent the apple ripening on 
the apple tree, commenting on your actions as you do them. Ask your child to help you transform all the apples – so that we 
can see they are ripe and ready to pick. Ask questions to ensure your child finds all the green apples, for example: Have you 
found all the apples on this tree? Is there anywhere else you should look? Are all the apples in the orchard ripe now?

When they have finished, remind your child that: Before, when it was summer, the apples were small and green. They were not 
ripe and no one would eat them because they tasted sour and would give you a tummy ache. The apples stayed on the tree all 
summer, getting sweeter and sweeter. The farmer gave the trees water if there was no rain and the ground got very dry, so the
apples could grow big and juicy as well as sweet. Now it is autumn, and all the apples are ripe. They have turned red, are sweet
and juicy, and taste delicious.

Praise your child for filling the orchard with ripe fruit and for making the picture even more beautiful. 

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘The Apple Orchard’ set up 
beforehand: The yellow 
background felt, some 
white clouds, green grass as 
before and trees from large, 
green circles and brown 
trunk, with just one light 
green circle on each

 For your child: Small light 
green circles for the unripe 
apples and small red circles 
for the ripe ones

 Photos of an orchard and of 
apples on a tree

10–15 minutes

THE APPLE ORCHARD

Your child can work in cooperation with others to produce a shared composition.
Your child can use the construction material functionally – they know what the various felt pieces 
represent, and where and how to use them.
Your child understands the transformation of the orchard according to the seasons.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a picture of an apple orchard
To use a given procedure to transform a feature (unripe to ripe apples) 
To talk about seasonal changes (summer to autumn)
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