
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 11 bricks – put out ready in 
your basket or tray

 Two cut out ‘dolls’ (only 
needed in case you don’t 
have ones that have the 
measurement sizes below)

 A bigger doll (10–13cm) and 
a smaller doll (4– 6cm)

 A basket or tray

10–15 minutes

BEDS FOR BIG AND SMALL FIGURES

Big Bed for a Big Doll and Small Bed for a Small Doll (Building to Given Criteria – Scenario)

Introduce your child to the bigger doll and the smaller doll, and tell them this short story: 

Neither of these two are sleeping well because they do not have comfortable beds to sleep in. They have heard 
that you are an experienced furniture maker who can solve their problem! They want you to make some new 
beds for them. They will only be comfortable if the beds are exactly the right size; not too big and not too small. 
Can you help them?

Ask your child to take the 11 bricks that they have in their basket and to build suitable beds for each doll. 
Depending on what they build or try to build, respond in the spirit of the game to explain why the chosen 
solution won’t work. Obviously there are many different ways in which your child could provide unsatisfactory 
solutions to the bed building problem, such as these 3 examples:

Choose an appropriate strategy for responding to your child if they produce a partial solution that is in need of 
modification, such as the ones above. For example: talk about how uncomfortable one or both of the dolls would 
be in a bed that is too small, how ‘lost’ they could feel in a bed that is too big, how there are no more blocks 
available today in the bed factory so they really must make the beds from the bricks they have, how making a 
bed wider doesn’t make it longer, how the dolls each want their own bed so they can sleep well without 
disturbing each other, and so on. 

When your child has found a solution that meets the criteria (see photo top right), congratulate them on helping 
the dolls. Then act out the dolls trying out their beds, and the dolls thanking your child for helping them. 

Your child can identify the main components for constructing dolls’ beds.
Your child can make different-sized dolls’ beds using the blocks that they have to hand.
Your child can build beds to meet the given criteria.

To develop flexible thinking 
To develop an awareness of scale
To develop the ability to use available resources to achieve a set goal
To develop the ability to build objects in order to meet given criteria
To introduce the idea that we can build the same object in a range of different sizes 
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Cut out each ‘doll’ separately, with very little white showing so that they meet the size requirements.
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