
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 The Block Family (one of
each block with eyes on)

 A set of blocks in a basket –
one of each type to match
those in the Block Family

 The rest of your block set in
its storage container

 Picture of a complex
building

 Picture cards of the blocks

 The house or box that the
Block Family will ‘live’ in

 A tray

 A teddy/doll

15–20 minutes

MEET THE BLOCK FAMILY

Note: Before you start, make sure you have stuck the googly eyes onto the blocks to make the Block Family, as explained in 
the introduction for this module, and learned the names for yourself of the blocks in the family ;-)

If you think it would be too much for your child to ‘meet’ all the blocks in one go (even though they don’t need to remember 
the names of the blocks yet), please do this session twice – once with the first half of the Block Family and the second time 
with the other half. 

Meet the Block Family: Put out the house or box with the Block Family in and say: This is the house where the building 
blocks live. It is a very big family, and today I will introduce them to you. You will notice that they are all different, they have 
different shapes and sizes, and each one has its own special name.

Take the blocks out one by one, announce their names and put them onto your tray: cube, cuboid, brick, half-cube, large half-
cube, quarter-cube, short board, long board, small prism, medium prism and large prism, cylinder, thin cylinder, large cylinder, 
half cylinder, large half-cylinder, arch and cone. 

Show your child the drawing of a complex structure and explain that to become ‘architects’ or ‘builders’, and to be able to 
design and build beautiful structures like this as part of these games with you, they will need to remember all the ‘passwords’ 
– the correct names of all the building blocks – but that they have plenty of time to learn them. Ask your child to help you to
return all of the building blocks back to their house.

Building Block Snap: Give your child the basket containing an example of each building block. Hold up one of the building 
blocks, and ask them to find it in their basket. When they have found the one that is exactly the same, they must hold it up 
and say ‘Snap!’ Repeat several times with different blocks. If your child makes a mistake, ask them: Is it a snap, or not a snap? 
Talk about the differences if necessary. 

Then repeat the game holding up the pictures of blocks rather than the objects themselves. Have a teddy/doll join in and have
it make some deliberate mistakes.

Ready, Steady, Build! Give your child the full box of blocks and ask them to build anything that they choose. When they have 
finished, ask them to tell you about what they have built. Use a sentence such as: Tell me about your building, rather than a 
direct question such as ‘What have you built?’ to get a more detailed response from them. 

Your child may then want to play with the Block Family further, as in the photo above! As they play, you should comment 
occasionally using the names of the blocks, to increase their exposure to the names, and say how cute they are and so on –
make the experience of using these blocks as playful and fun as possible for your child.

Your child can understand that each different building block has its own special name.
Your child can recognise some of the building blocks by name.
Your child can match a 3D block to its picture.

To interest children in future activities using wooden building blocks
To teach children to recognise building blocks visually and by their names
To teach children to use shape and size to differentiate between building blocks
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Cut out each block picture card.
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Cut out each block picture card.
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Cut out each block picture card.
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