
Petals:

If appropriate for where you live and the time of year, go for a walk before this activity to look at the flower petals 
and/or leaves that have been scattered by the wind (spring blossom and/or autumn leaves). Alternatively, you can 
just use the pictures provided.

Give your child a sheet of green paper and ask them to paint flower petals or leaves using short, straight lines or 
small blobs in different colours, all over the ‘grass’.

 Images of bare trees with 
‘tangled’ branches

 Images of spring 
blossom/petals and autumn 
leaves on the ground

 Whiteboard and pen 
(optional)

 A3 paper in a choice of 
colours

 Thin and medium 
paintbrushes

 Charcoal or black/brown 
paint

 Paint in a variety of colours

 Water and a mixing tray

10–15 minutes

TANGLED TREE BRANCHES

Tangled Tree Branches:

If appropriate for where you live and the time of year, go for a walk before this activity to look at the bare trees 
and their tangled branches. Alternatively, you can just use the pictures provided.

Show your child how to draw the lines of tangled tree branches on a piece of paper or a whiteboard. Comment 
on your actions as you do this – how you draw the long line of the trunk first, then the main branches that come 
out from the trunk in shorter lines, and lastly some more branches that come off of those branches. Explain how 
they can cross over, just like they do or appear to do in real life. 

Ask them to choose a coloured sheet for the background, or to paint a coloured background. They can then use 
charcoal or black/brown paint to draw/paint their own trees with tangled branches. Give them pointers as 
necessary, and encourage them to fill the whole sheet with their tree.

Ask them to show a friend, family member or teddy what they have made and tell them about it, explaining why 
they painted or drew it that way.

Your child can draw or paint sharp, broken lines.
Your child can explain that they have drawn tangled tree branches.
Your child can draw blossom/flower petals or leaves scattered all over the grass.

To introduce substitution - the action of representing real objects and events 
by painting 
To develop artistic rhythm
To fill all the available space with sharp, broken lines
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