
 5 large shape people from 
SM3 and SM6 (included 
here for those doing Pre-
Butterflies level)

 2 small objects to match 
each of these shapes (e.g. a 
plate and a ball for the 
circle; an envelope and a 
case for the rectangle; a 
tent and a pyramid for the 
triangle; a rugby ball and an 
egg for the oval; a dice and 
a book for the square)

15 -20 minutes

SHAPE MATCH

Show your child all the shape people: Circle, Oval, Square, Rectangle and Triangle. If it is the first time your child 
has seen these shape people (those in Pre-Butterflies level), introduce each one by name and introduce/review 
their properties according to your child’s prior knowledge.

Lay out your pre-prepared collection of 10 different objects on the table. Tell your child this short story:

The shape people have been out shopping for presents for their families. But the bags got mixed up, and now 
they need help in sorting them out as they are tired after their shopping trip. All the shape people in all the 
families really like things that are their own shape.

Pick up one of the objects/presents from the table. Ask: Which shape person would have bought a present 
shaped like this for someone in their own family?

Go though each ‘present’ and work out which shape person bought it. If necessary focus their attention on the 
most prominent shape of the object, or the shape of the most dominant side of the object that matches the 
shape. Then ask them to give that shape person the present, i.e. they put the present on the table in front of the 
shape person. Continue until all the objects are matched to the shapes.

If your child finds the task difficult, remind them again that the shape people like presents the same shape as 
they are. Help them to focus on the geometric outline of the object. Ask your child to trace round the main or 
most obvious face of the object with a finger. Then have them use a finger to trace round the shape people until 
they find the one that matches. 

Your child can give the correct presents to the correct shape people (match objects to geometric 
shapes).

To extend shape recognition – match objects to geometric shapes

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

If you have access to a computer with a simple drawing package, show your child how to use it to make circles, 
ovals, squares, rectangles and triangles in a variety of sizes and colours. Comment on the properties of the shapes 
as you and they make them.

Choose a ‘Shape of the Day’ 
from the 5 shapes here. Go on 
shape hunts when you are out 
and about together – look for 

real life objects that match 
your chosen shape of the day.
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Cut directly around the edges of the shape to make Square.
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Cut directly around the edges of the shape to make Circle.
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Cut directly around the edge of the shape to make Triangle.
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Cut directly around the edge of the shape to make Oval.
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Cut directly around the edge of the shape to make Rectangle.
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