
 ‘The Three Little Pigs’ 
storybook (provided as a 
separate file)

 Some straw, some sticks 
and a brick (optional)

 Another version of this 
story for another day 
(optional)

15–20 minutes

THE THREE LITTLE PIGS – Introduction to the story

Show your child the cover of the storybook and ask them what they think it will be about. If they know another 
version of the story already, ask them if they think they recognise what this story might be. 

Read the story in a lively way, encouraging their participation, as recommended in the ‘Story Grammar –
Introduction’ document. Use any props at the appropriate point of the story.

When you have finished, or during the reading as appropriate, ask your child these questions about the content 
of the story:

What is our story called? What is its title?
How does the story begin?
What is it about?
Why did the three Little Pigs leave home?
Who were the Little Pigs afraid of?
What did the Wolf want to do to the Little Pigs? What was his goal?
What did the three Little Pigs do to hide from the Wolf? Why do you think did they do that? What was their goal?
What did they build their houses from?
Which house was the weakest? How do we know?
Whose house was a little bit stronger? How do we know?
Which house was the strongest? How do we know?
Which pig was the cleverest? How do we know?
Who was stronger – the Wolf or the Little Pigs? What makes you think that?
How does the story end? Did the Wolf achieve his goals? Did the Little Pigs achieve their goals?
Which character do you like best? Why? 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To develop knowledge of the main characters
To develop familiarity with the distinctive patterns of the story
To develop the ability to share responses, feelings and personal experiences 
To develop the ability to listen to, understand and master the content of a traditional story 
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If you have another version of ‘The Three Little Pigs’, you could read it to your child again at some point after this session and talk 
about the differences in the versions. It is good for children to understand that there are many variations of traditional stories, that 
vary in plot as well as how the characters behave and the actual words that they say.
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THE THREE LITTLE PIGS – Introduction to the story – CONTINUED

Encourage your child to ask you their own questions about the story. Praise them for ‘why’, ‘what for’ and ‘how’ questions.

Talk about each of the characters, encouraging your child to answer in as much detail as possible with both visible characteristics and invisible ones. 
Emphasise the characteristic colours of each character (fox – orange, pigs – pink) and also key objects (straw – yellow, sticks – brown, bricks – reddish 
brown). For example, ask your child: 

How could we describe the wolf to someone? (big, grey, furry, scary, sly, angry) 
How could we describe the 3rd little pig? (pink, clever, proud). 
What about the straw? (yellow)

Now, ask your child to show their teddies/dolls/other family members how the characters behave at different key points in the story – have fun with 
this and cheer and clap your child! 

Can you show everyone show how the Little Pigs have fun?
Can you show us how the Wolf walks?
What about when the Little Pigs run away from the Wolf – what did that look like?
How did the Wolf blow on the Little Pigs’ houses?

Lastly, talk to your child about the different intonation that the characters used at different points in the story and act this out together, repeating the 
lines from the story in an appropriate voice and with suitable intonation. Help your child to talk just like the characters at these points in the story. For 
example: 

How did the first Little Pig talk when he asked the farmer for some straw? (‘Farmer, would you please give me some of your straw to build a house?’ –
in a begging, ‘piggy’ voice)

How did the wolf talk when he threatened to come down the chimney to catch the pigs?  (‘If you don’t open the door, I will come down the chimney! 
I’m coming to get you!’ – in an angry, gruff, ‘wolf’ voice)

Your child can listen attentively to the story, ask questions and share ideas about it, and answer questions accurately and in detail.
Your child can name the characters, describe them and explain how they feel at different points in the plot.
Your child can recognise the different characters by the distinctive voices, intonations and movements associated with them.
Your child can imitate different characters and their emotional states through the appropriate use of distinctive voices, intonations 
and movements.
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Play the game ‘Guess Who I Am’:

Mime one of the characters, and ask your child to ‘guess who I am’. Then let your child mime a character of their choice and have you and other family 
members guess. 

Then ask your child to close their eyes while you imitate the speech of a character, and they have to guess who you are. Then swap over as before.
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