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10–15 minutes

 Images of animals
(optional)

LET’S DRAW A HOUSE FOR THE ANIMALS
To transform a schematic line drawing into a picture of a real object
To develop self-confidence
To develop imagination, creativity and originality

Explain to your child that you are going to show them an animal house. Draw a large house on your paper and
add 4 or 5 windows. The windows can be big or small, rectangular or square, circular or triangular – anything that
you fancy. Tell your child: The house belongs to a group of animals. Some of the animals are real ones and some

are made up animals like those you only find in story books. Each animal’s room in the house has its own
window, in the shape and size that suits that animal best.

Ask your child to think of the best animal for a particular window. For example, ask them to imagine the animal
that’s best for a big, round window, or for a tall, narrow window. Whatever they choose is fine!
Ask your child to describe the animal, and as they do draw what they say. Once your child has given you some
ideas, start drawing without hesitation – it does not matter whether or not you are a good artist! Complete the
animal as described by your child. Talk about different possibilities with them.
 A large sheet of paper
 Coloured pencils or felt tip
pens

Then take a turn yourself – choose an animal for another window and say your thoughts out loud for your child to
hear and draw what you are describing. Take it in turns like this until every window has its own special animal.
Now make up a story together, set in the animal house. Prompt your child to involve all the animals that you
have co-created. Prompt them to ensure that the story and the drawings are consistent, i.e. the animals in the
story behave as you might expect from the way they look in the drawing, and from the names and habits that
have already been invented.
This session can be repeated with variations – instead of a house, you could have a train, a car, the trees in a forest
and so on.

There are some animal
images included for
inspiration, to support the less
artistic among us!
However, it really doesn’t
matter how you draw the
animal – the important thing
is to show your child that you
accept their ideas and model,
bringing their ideas to life.

Note: As before, if your child wants to do the drawing part too, that’s obviously fine but try to maintain the focus
on your child exploring possibilities verbally rather than just transforming the line drawing.

Your child can contribute original ideas for the picture.
Your child can consider different possibilities.
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