
 7 different schematic line 
drawings - ambiguous 
enough to suggest a variety 
of different toys:

balloon, plate, ball, 
steering wheel, car 
wheel, etc.

doll, soldier, man, etc.

bath, boat, ship, bucket, 
bowl, etc.

pyramid, tower, rocket, 
Christmas tree, sail, etc. 

snowman, doll, 
scarecrow, etc.

dog, cat, duck, etc.

train, car, carriage, etc.

5-10 minutes

IS IT A BIRD? IS IT A PLANE?

Tell your child that an artist started to draw pictures of toys or objects but didn’t have time to finish any of them. 
Now the artist is very sad. Can they help him/her to finish the pictures, by suggesting what the toy could be?

Show your child the schematic line drawings one at a time. Ask them questions like, “What could it be?” and 
“What do you think it is?” .

Encourage your child to be imaginative and to suggest as many different answers as possible, rather than rigidly 
sticking with one answer. Model this by sharing a few of your own ideas too. Typically, young children give 
monosyllabic answers and copy others’ responses. You may be able to prompt them to give more detail by asking 
them to describe the imagined toy in more detail, e.g. ‘Is it big or small? What colour is it?’ etc. Similarly, you may 
prompt variety by asking them to come up with a toy that they think no-one else would think of.

Note: Many young children will find it difficult to follow the rules of the game. They find it difficult to focus on a 
topic they have not chosen for themselves, and much easier to stay close to their own interests and concerns. A 
typical response might be, “This looks like a spaceman. I’ve got a spaceman. I like my spaceman. I want to be a 
spaceman when I grow up. Can I have the next card now?” You will need to engage with your child’s concerns 
,e.g. by listening to them talk about their favourite toys, etc. However, to move beyond this, you will need to 
return tactfully to the same picture until you have as many different answers as possible. This will help to develop 
perseverance and concentration.

Possible extension: The focus of this session is verbalising ideas, not drawing anything, but as many children like 
to draw and/or watch a parent drawing, you could extend this session by choosing one or two line drawings and 
add to them to 'complete' the picture of one of their ideas for what toy or object that drawing could be. However, 
you should know that this aspect of actually turning line drawings into complete pictures is covered in the next 
few sessions of this module.

Your child can understand that there can be a variety of answers to the question “What is it?” 
or “What could it be?”.
Your child can give at least one independent answer to the question “What is it?” or “What could it 
be?”.

To name a variety of real objects suggested by a schematic line drawing
To find many possible solutions to the same problem
To develop imagination, creativity and originality
To develop perseverance and concentration
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